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Steep Theatre Company 
proudly presents the Midwest Premiere of

Zϋrich
by Amelia Roper
CAST
She . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sasha Smith*
He . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Kurysz 
Guy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Debo Balogun 
Maid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elizabeth Wigley
Girl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maya Lou Hlava
Boy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cole Keriazakos
Emily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cindy Marker*
Fryda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julia Dale & Paula Hlava
One. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Valerie Gorman
Two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brandon Rivera*

UNDERSTUDIES
She . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amber Sallis*
He . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elijah Cox
Guy / Two. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Voltaire Deanes
Maid / Emily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anna Donnell
Girl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lainie Wieshuber
Boy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Zielinski 
One. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lorraine Freund

PRODUCTION STAFF
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brad DeFabo Akin*
Stage Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lauren Lassus*
Scenic Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeffrey D. Kmiec†

Lighting Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Becca Jeffords
Costume Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Izumi Inaba†

Sound Designer & Composer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Dixon*
Props Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin Rolfs
Dialect Coach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Goldstein
Fight Director & Assistant Intimacy Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gaby Labotka
Intimacy Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah Scanlon
Assistant Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AJ Schwartz
Production Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Allen**
Technical Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David Moreland
Assistant Stage Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Serena Dully
*Steep Theatre Ensemble Member       ** Steep Theatre Company Artistic Associate
 †Member of United Scenic Artists Local 829

Steep salutes the sponsors of this production of Zϋrich: Dr. Jan Willer & Mark Osing

The video and audio recording of this show is strictly prohibited. You may take photos of the stage 
before or after the show, but not when actors are present. If you post these photos online or 
elsewhere, please credit the production’s designers listed above.
Zϋrich was commissioned and originally produced by Colt Coeur, as part of Next Door at New York 
Theatre Workshop, New York, NY.



Sasha Smith (She)  Sasha is 
a Chicago-based actor and 
violence and intimacy 
choreographer. Recent acting 
credits include Hinter and 
Hookman (Steep Theatre) 

Johanna Faustus (The Hypocrites), Stay Lit 
(The Roustabouts), and The Aristophanesathon 
(The Hypocrites). She has been seen on 
television in Chicago Fire, Chicago PD, and 
Green Screen Adventures. Recent 
choreography credits include You Got Older 
(Steppenwolf), Smart People (Writers Theatre), 
Fear and Misery of the Third Reich (Haven 
Theatre), The Toilet (Haven Theatre), A Funny 
Thing Happened On The Way To The 
Gynecologic Oncology Unit At Sloan-Kettering 
Memorial Cancer Center Of New York City 
(Route 66), Ideation (Jackalope), and Octagon 
(Jackalope). She is a graduate of Columbia 
College Chicago. 

Jeff Kurysz (He)  Jeff is so 
thrilled to be making his 
Steep debut. Other Chicago 
credits include: Support 
Group for Men (Goodman 
Theatre); 33 to Nothing (A 

Red Orchid Theatre); The Legend of Georgia 
McBride (Northlight Theatre) Shakespeare in 
Love (Chicago Shakespeare Theatre) Romeo 
and Juliet, As You Like It (Backroom 
Shakespeare Project); Julius Caesar (Brown 
Paper Box Co.); As You Like It, Much Ado About 
Nothing (The Arc Theatre); Year of the Rooster, 
R+J: The Vineyard (Red Theater); Romeo and 
Juliet (Teatro Vista); One Came Home (Lifeline 
Theatre); All My Sons (Eclectic Theatre Co.); 
Amadeus (Boho Theatre); Regional credits 
include: Richard III,Twelfth Night and The 
Tempest (Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre). 
Television credits include Crisis (NBC); Chicago 
Fire (NBC). He is a graduate of The School at 
Steppenwolf.

Debo Balogun (Guy)  Debo is 
thrilled to be making his 
Steep Theatre debut. 
Chicago credits include Fair 
Maid of the West, You Can’t 
Take It With You (Oak Park 

Festival Theatre), Mary’s Wedding (First Folio 
Theatre), Moon Man Walk (Definition Theatre 
Company), and Bobby Pin Girls (Nothing 
Without a Company). All the love in the world to 
his friends, family, and mentors for their 
undying support. He is an Artistic Associate of 
Oak Park Festival Theatre and is proudly 
represented by Gray Talent Group.

Elizabeth Wigley (Maid)  
Elizabeth is thrilled to be 
back at Steep! She was last 
seen here understudying Lexi 
in Hookman. Other recent 
Chicago credits include 

Bringing Iraq Home (Waltzing Mechanics), 
Route (20% Theatre Company), The Faculty 
Lounge (Oil Lamp), Boxes (NoMads Art 
Collective), and A Christmas Carol (Winnetka 
Theatre). She is a proud graduate of 
Northwestern University and the School at 
Steppenwolf class of 2016.

Maya Lou Hlava (Girl)  Maya 
Lou is honored to be making 
her Steep Theatre debut. 
Other Chicago credits include 
Oklahoma (Marriott Theatre); 
Violet (Griffin Theater); Trevor  

(Writers Theatre); The Nether (A Red Orchid 
Theatre); White Christmas and Bye Bye Birdie 
(Drury Lane Theater); Jake’s Women (Spartan 
Theatre Company); The Secret Garden (Court 
Theatre); The Talking Cure (Idle Muse Theatre 
Company); Jane Eyre (Lifeline Theatre); and 
The Wheel (Steppenwolf Theatre). Maya is also 
a principal voice over artist for Disney’s World 
of English and was seen in the film The Life of 
Penny Cyclone within the US Premiere of Ride 
the Cyclone (Chicago Shakespeare Theatre).  
Many thanks to Stewart Talent, and to the folks 
at Steep Theatre for giving her this amazing 
opportunity!

Cole Keriazakos (Boy)  Cole 
is thrilled to be making his 
Steep Theater debut in 
Zϋrich. Currently, he has a 
recurring role in the new 
television series Southside 

on Comedy Central. Just a few of his many TV 
credits include the title role in Disney’s Nelson 
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Bixby Takes On The Whole Wide World; 
Amazon’s Phillip K Dick’s Electric Dreams 
(Dashiel); and Chicago Fire as Archie Keating. 
Cole has also had principal roles in several 
national commercials. Cole was a member of 
the Performer’s School in Highwood. Thanks 
to his family and friends for their unending 
support. Cole is represented by Paonessa 
Talent. Instagram: @colekeriazakos

Cindy Marker (Emily)  Cindy 
most recently appeared in 
Linda and Birdland and is 
happy to be part of this 
production. Many 
congratulations to the 

immensely talented cast and crew!

Julia Dale (Fryda)  Julia is a 
rising fifth grader. Her prior 
performances include The 
School of Rock (Katie), A 
Christmas Carol (Fan), 
Aladdin (Genie), Peter Pan 

(Tinkerbell), The Little Mermaid (Flounder), 
and countess more. When not on stage, you 
might find her reading, singing, or playing 
guitar, piano or bass guitar. Julia is very 
excited to make her Steep Theatre debut!

Paula Hlava (Fryda)  Paula is 
thrilled to be making her 
Steep Theatre debut. 
Previous credits include 
Ragtime (Marriott Theatre) 
and Billy Elliott (Porchlight 

Theater). She loves to volunteer in her spare 
time helping animals at shelters. Paula would 
like to thank her family and Stewart Talent! 
Much thanks to Steep Theatre for giving her 
this wonderful opportunity!

Valerie Gorman (One)  
Valerie is grateful and 
thrilled to be working once 
again with Steep. She 
appeared here in Moment 
and Seven Days, and was 

last seen at Oil Lamp’s On Golden Pond, Joint 
Attention (Three Cat Productions), End of the 
Tour and Pull of the Moon (16th Street 
Theater). She has also worked with other 

theaters including Raven, Griffith, Eclipse, 
North Light, Mercury, and Provision. She was a 
former ensemble member with Reflections 
Theater and is represented by Big Mouth 
Talent.

Brandon Rivera (Two)  
Brandon is happy to be back 
at Steep where he was last 
seen in Brilliant Adventures. 
Other Chicago credits 
include Round Heads and 

Pointed Heads (Red Tape Theatre), Akeelah 
and the Bee (Adventure Stage Chicago), Into 
the Beautiful North (16th Street Theatre), Dog 
Sees God (Eclectic Theatre), and The Memory 
Tour (Pivot Arts). He received his training from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana, 
Champaign. Brandon is an ensemble member 
at Steep.

Amber Sallis (She 
Understudy)  Amber’s 
theatrical credits include 
Earthquakes in London, 
Hinter, Birdland (Steep 
Theatre), Adventures of 

Robin Hood (Adventure Stage Chicago), The 
Last Days of Judas Iscariot (Eclectic Full 
Contact Theatre), Passin Where The River 
Bends (Magnified Gift Theatre Company), 
Covenant (Creating Justice Conference), and A 
Snowy Day and Other Stories (Emerald City 
Theatre). She has participated in staged 
readings at the Goodman and Chicago 
Dramatists. Amber was named one of the 
Chicago Tribune’s “Hot New Faces” class of 
2017. She is a 2016 Graduate of Northern 
Illinois University with a BFA in Acting and 
studied at MXAT theatre school in Moscow, 
Russia. 

Elijah Cox (He Understudy)  
Elijah is originally from 
Ypsilanti, MI, and is a recent 
graduate of Loyola University 
Chicago, where credits 
include The Baltimore Waltz 

and Elephant’s Graveyard. Chicago credits 
include Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics and 
Detergent Symphony (Theatre Momentum). 
His play Admittance was produced as part of 
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the McKay Arts 10 Minute Performance 
Festival. Thanks to Brad for the opportunity, 
and to Mom, Dad, and Annie for their love.

Ian Voltaire Deanes (Guy / 
Two Understudy)  Ian is 
incredibly excited to work 
with Steep Theatre and to be 
a part Zürich. He is a native 
of Chicago’s south side and 

a 2017 graduate of The School at 
Steppenwolf. Recent credits include Jackalope 
Theatre’s Living Newspapers Festival, Nothing 
Without a Company’s production of Not One 
Batu, and The Gift Theatre’s TEN. When not 
acting, Ian enjoys practicing Muay Thai and 
improvising with friends around the city. 

Anna Donnell (Maid / Emily 
Understudy)  Anna is a 
founding member and 
accessibility designer at 
Chimera Ensemble. She has 
performed with Chimera in 

The Totalitarians, Sister Cities, Saguaro, and 
Spread. Other recent credits include Living 
Newspaper Festival (Jackalope Theatre), 
Women Laughing Alone with Salads (Theatre 
Wit) and Rhinoceros (Eclectic Full Contact 
Theatre). Anna is a member of Global Hive 
Laboratories creating devised theatre 
internationally. She is a graduate of The 
School at Steppenwolf, The Academy at Black 
Box Acting and The University of Mississippi.

Lainie Wieshuber (Girl 
Understudy)  Lainie is 
thrilled to be part of the cast 
of Zϋrich at Steep Theatre. 
Lainie’s love for theater and 
music has provided her the 

role of Cogsworth in Beauty and the Beast, the 
understudy of Jack’s Mother in Into the 
Woods, and part of the ensemble for Grease. 
Lainie also participates in many acting classes 
and camps at Acting Studio Chicago. She is in 
eighth grade at a Chicago Public School where 
she enjoys taking Mandarin as a foreign 
language, is on the school volleyball team, and 
participates in the school musicals.

Sean Zielinski (Boy 
Understudy)  Sean is thrilled 
to be making his Steep 
Theatre debut! Most 
recently, he performed as a 
troupe member of the 

Second City Youth Ensemble. Previously, he 
appeared in Joy to the Other Worlds 
(Otherworld Theatre), Zie Zauberflote (Lyric 
Opera of Chicago), and several student 
productions with EDGE Youth Theatre. 
On-camera credits include the music video, 
Bitter Truth (Iron&Wine) and feature film Sun 
King (dir. Marcus Aubin). When not acting, 
Sean enjoys making films. This summer, he 
directed, co-wrote, & produced his first official 
film short, Draco, for the 48 Hour Film Project. 
He is represented by Gray Talent Group. 
Instagram: @seanzielinskiactor

Lorraine Freund (One 
Understudy)  Lorraine is 
excited to be working with 
Steep Theatre again. She 
has had the good fortune to 
work at various Chicago 

theatres including The Hypocrites, Griffin 
Theatre, The Artistic Home, Rivendell Theatre 
Ensemble, Next Theatre, Collaboraction, 
Victory Gardens Theatre and Piccolo Theatre 
among others. She thanks Brad for this 
wonderful opportunity and her husband 
Russell for his continued support. 
Represented by Shirley Hamilton Talent.
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PRODUCTION STAFF
Amelia Roper (Playwright)  Amelia is an 
award-winning Australian/American playwright 
and screenwriter, living in LA, where she works 
on the Netflix/Jenji Kohan show GLOW and 
develops TV and film for American and Aussie 
audiences. Her plays have been seen at New 
York Theatre Workshop produced by Colt 
Coeur, Humana Festival of New American 
Plays at Actor’s Theatre of Louisville, the Old 
Vic in London, Taffety Punk in DC, Square 
Product in Boulder, Prelude Festival in NYC, 
San Francisco, Sydney, Melbourne, and 
Moscow in Russian translation. She’s writing 
for Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Marin 
Theatre Company, The Rose and an adapta-
tion of Jane Bowles’ queer, modernist novel, 
Two Serious Ladies for Yale Rep. Her latest 
play Zürich opened at New York Theatre 
Workshop, produced by Colt Coeur, to rave 
reviews and Critics Pick in The New York 
Times, TimeOut, and The New Yorker. 
Showcase and developments include the 
Soho Rep Writer/Director Lab, Black Swan Lab 
at OSF, Berkeley Rep’s Ground Floor, Kennedy 
Center in DC, Playwrights Realm in NYC, New 
Group NYC and The MacDowell Colony. 
Published plays include Big Sky Town, 
Camberwell House and She Rode Horses Like 
the Stock Exchange with an introduction by 
Sarah Ruhl. New plays include Everything is 
Nice, a futuristic comedy about climate 
change, and A Duck on a Bike, an autobio-
graphical comedy about grief. As an activist, 
she works with Gloria Steinem, Hollywood’s 
Time’sUp movement and 5050by2020 with 
Jill Soloway. She is represented by CAA and 
Management 360 and has an MFA in 
playwriting from the Yale School of Drama.

Brad DeFabo Akin (Director)  Zürich marks the 
ninth show Brad DeFabo Akin has directed at 
Steep, where he has been an ensemble 
member since 2005. Past Steep directing 
credits: Book of Days, The Last Days of Judas 
Iscariot, Insignificance, Greensboro: A 
Requiem, Under the Blue Sky, strangers, 
babies, The Few, and the world premiere of 
Calamity West’s Hinter. Outside of Steep, his 
Chicago directing credits include: The 
Orchestra (Akvavit Theatre), Crimes of the 
Heart (Step Up Productions), Edgar & Annabel 

(Poor Theatre), The Revenants (WildClaw 
Theatre), OOHRAH! (LiveWire Theatre), and 
Where We’re Born (Steppenwolf Garage). Brad 
served as Steep’s Literary Manager for 11 
years, helping to cultivate the company’s 
relationship with new playwrights, developing 
relationships with MFA playwriting programs, 
and supporting the development of three 
world premieres at Steep - including Calamity 
West’s Hinter. He currently serves as the 
Executive Director of Step Up Chicago 
Playwrights, where he supports the work of 
local playwrights in telling the story of our city. 

Lauren Lassus (Stage Manager)  Lauren is a 
proud Steep Ensemble Member. She is thrilled 
to be working with Brad again. Recent Steep 
credits include Linda, Hinter, The Invisible 
Hand, Hookman, and Bobbie Clearly. She 
works with theatres across the city, most 
recently on Little Match Girl Passion with Facil-
ity Theatre and Mercury Hamlet.  

Jeffrey D. Kmiec (Scenic Designer)  Jeffrey is 
an award-winning Chicago-based scenic 
designer. His designs have been seen at the 
Paramount Theatre, Drury Lane Theatre, 
Marriott Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre, Timeline Theatre, American Players 
Theatre, Northlight Theatre, Porchlight, Raven 
Theatre, The Artistic Home, Illinois Shake-
speare Festival, Arkansas Shakespeare 
Theatre, Heritage Theatre Festival and The 
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte.  He has 
received three consecutive Equity Jeff Awards 
for his designs on The Little Mermaid at the 
Paramount Theatre (2017), Deathtrap at 
Drury Lane Theatre (2016), and Les Miserable 
at The Paramount Theatre (Co-Design with 
Kevin Depint in 2015). Jeffrey received his 
MFA from the University of Virginia and is a 
member of USA 829.

Becca Jeffords (Lighting Designer)  Becca is 
thrilled to be returning to Steep. Recent 
Chicago credits include: Southern Gothic (The 
Windy City Playhouse), The Walls of Harrow 
House (Rough House Theatre); The Few (Steep 
Theatre); Nice Girl (Raven Theatre); Never-
where, Arnie the Donut, Sparky! and Soon I 
will be Invincible (Lifeline); Temperamentals 
(About Face Theatre), and A Snowy Day with 



PRODUCTION STAFF, continued 
Beatrix Potter (Chicago Children’s Theatre). 
She received her MFA in Lighting Design from 
Northwestern University and graduated from 
Columbus State University Summa Cum Laude 
in Production Design. For more information, 
visit www.beccajeffords.com. 

Izumi Inaba (Costume Designer)  Izumi is so 
delighted to be back to Steep Theatre. 
Previous Steep credits: Greensboro: A 
Requiem, The Cheats, Linda, and Ellis Island in 
collaboration with Chicago Sinfonietta. Recent 
Chicago credits: Tilikum (Sideshow), Damascus 
(Strawdog), Last Stop On Market Street 
(Chicago Children), Smart People (Writers). 
Izumi is a resident designer at Albany Park 
Theater Project, and a member of USA Local 
829. MFA in Stage Design, Northwestern 
University.

Thomas Dixon (Sound Design & Original 
Music)  Thomas is an Ensemble Member at 
Steep and also serves as one of the Artistic 

Curators of The Boxcar. Aside from the many 
plays he’s designed here, his work has been 
heard at Steppenwolf Theatre Company, 
Victory Gardens Theater, Cleveland Play House, 
Kansas City Repertory Theatre, Jackalope 
Theatre Company, First Floor Theater, and 
more. Upcoming designs include A Doll’s 
House, Part 2 (Steppenwolf Theatre Company) 
and A Number (Writers Theatre). Thomas is a 
member of the Theatrical Sound Designers 
and Composers Association, and he teaches at 
Columbia College Chicago and DePaul 
University. www.thomasdixonsound.com 

Kevin Rolfs (Props Designer)  Kevin is a 
Chicago based scenic and prop designer 
whose design work was most recently seen in 
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story at American 
Blues Theater. Upcoming scenic design work 
can be seen with Invictus Theater’s Loves 
Labour Lost. Much thanks and love to my 
family at Columbia College Chicago.           
www.krolfsdesign.com

FOUNDRY ART 

FINE BRONZE TILES

FOR WALL AND FLOOR

From Lowitz & Company

Exclusively at 

claremonttile.com



Adam Goldstein (Dialect Coach)  With Steep: 
Linda, Wastwater, If There is I Haven’t Found it 
Yet, Strangers, Babies, Motortown;  Recent: 
The Book of Will, Miss Bennett (Northlight); 
Book of Joseph (Chicago Shakes); Man in the 
Ring, Blues for an Alabama Sky, Long Day’s 
Journey...(Court); Titanic, Men Should Weep 
(Griffin); The Temperamentals (About Face); 
The Room (A Red Orchid Theatre); Mister 
Punch, Season On The Line (The House); The 
Distance (Haven); Ironbound, OkayBye 
(Steppenwolf);  After Miss Julie, Conversations 
on a Homecoming (Strawdog); Dead Man 
Walking, Melancholy Play, The Language 
Archive (Piven); and Compulsion (Next). Adam 
is an Assistant Professor of Directing and 
Performance at Northeastern Illinois 
University. MFA-Directing, Northwestern, BFA 
-Acting, NYU.  www.adamgoldsteintheatre.com

Gaby Labotka (Fight Director & Assistant 
Intimacy Director)  Gaby is an actor, director, 
storyteller, choreographer, and more. Recent 

Choreography credits include Borealis (The 
House Theatre); Don’t Smoke in Bed (Chimera 
Theatre Ensemble); Hamlet (The Gift); Another 
Jungle (CloudGate Theatre); Through the 
Elevated Line (Silk Road Rising), A Story Told 
in Seven Fights (The Neo-Futurists); Dontrell, 
Who Kissed the Sea (First Floor Theater); The 
Good Fight (Babes with Blades); A Swell in the 
Ground (The Gift); ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas (Emerald City Theatre); Night in 
Alachua County (WildClaw Theatre); Survivor 
Story: A Workshop (Transcendent Ensemble 
Theatre); and Romeo and Juliet (Teatro Vista, 
2017). You can catch more of her work this 
fall in Neverland presented by Prop Thtr. Gaby 
is a member and has had training with 
Intimacy Directors International, is an 
Advanced Actor Combatant with the Society of 
American Fight Directors, and is often a 
Teaching Assistant for stage combat classes 
at MACE and The Actors’ Gymnasium. Check 
out more: https://www.facebook.com/
GabyLabotka.Theatre/  Keep Smiling! 

PRODUCTION STAFF, continued 



PRODUCTION STAFF, continued 
Sarah Scanlon (Intimacy Director)  
Sara is a Chicago-based multi-disci-
plinary actor and a movement and 
intimacy choreographer.  She’s 
collaborated in various capacities with 
The Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival, 
Lifeline Theatre, The Conspirators, 
Factory Theater, Akvavit Theatre 
Company, The Building Stage, The 
Strange Tree Group, The Noah Ginex 
Puppet Company, Rough House 
Theater, Aloft Circus Arts, The Actors 
Gymnasium, and American Repertory 
Theatre, among others. She holds an 
MFA in Acting with a movement 
concentration from the Moscow Art 
Theatre School (A.R.T. and Harvard 
affiliated). Sarah is thrilled to be 
working with Steep for the first time!

AJ Schwartz (Assistant Director)  AJ is 
proud to be working on their first Steep 
production, after first joining the family 
as an intern in 2016. As a theatremak-
er, they aim to use performance to 
explore the world through a radical, 
iconoclastic, and undeniably queer 
lens. Previous assistant directing 
credits include Refrigerator (First Floor 
Theatre), Time is on Our Side (About 
Face Theatre), and Romeo and Juliet 
(Loyola University Chicago Mainstage). 
They have also worked as associate 
producer with About Face Theatre and 
QUEER, ILL + OKAY. To learn about 
their work and their face, visit 
aj-schwartz.com

Catherine Allen (Production Manager)  
Catherine is thrilled to be back working 
at Steep where she previously 
production managed Birdland, Hinter, 
The Invisible Hand, Hookman, Bobbie 
Clearly and The Few. Other production 
management credits include work with 
Rivendell Theatre Ensemble, About 
Face Theatre, Griffin Theatre, Route 
66, Congo Square, Oak Park Festival 
Theatre, Pegasus Theatre Chicago, 
Haven Theatre, Chimera Ensemble, 
and many circuses with Actors 



Gymnasium where she is the staff Production 
Manager. She is a graduate of the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where she 
received a BFA in Acting.

David Moreland (Technical Director)  David is 
a Freelance Technical Director and a Chicago-
based actor. On stage, he’s recently been 
seen on stage with Big Noise Theater as Will 
Bloom in Big Fish, and Jaime in The Last Five 
Years and in Theo Ubique’s production of 
Jacques Brel’s Lonesome Losers of the Night. 
As a Technical Director he’s had the tremen-
dous pleasure of working with About Face 
Theatre (Significant Other, Time is on Our 
Side), Griffin Theatre (Violet, Letters Home/
Ghosts of War) Stage Left Theatre (The 
Luckiest People), Haven Theatre (The 

Displaced) and many others. He is so thankful 
to all the help everyone gave to this show, and 
hopes you all enjoy it!

Serena Dully (Assistant Stage Manager)  
Serena is a freelance stage manager and 
theatre technician from Chicago, IL. She has 
recently stage managed Red Bowl at the Jeff’s 
(Sound Theatre), Liberty City (Fleetwood 
Jourdain), Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
(Pearle Poet Productions) and assistant stage 
managed The Light Fantastic (Jackalope), 
Brave Like Them (About Face), Invisible Hand 
and The Life and Sort of Death of Eric Argyle 
(Steep). She was also an ensemble member 
at Lakeside Theatre Company for 7 years as 
an ASM and SM.

Welcome to The Boxcar - the newest part of the Steep experience! Enter 
through the lobby for a drink to enjoy during the show or join the cast for a lively 
conversation after the performance. Explore music, stories, poetry, and more 
curated by Steep Ensemble Members Thomas Dixon and Sasha Smith every 
Sunday and Monday evening at 7:30.

For a full schedule of performances visit steeptheatre.com/boxcar.

PRODUCTION STAFF, continued 

ACCESSIBLE PERFORMANCES
Audio Description and Open Captioning were made possible by the Chicago Cultural Accessibility 
Loan Program, which is administered by Steppenwolf Theatre Company with major funding provided 
by the Michael and Mona Heath Fund. 

Open Captioning: October 28, 3:00pm  
Audio Description: November 3, 3:00pm

For more information, please contact us at access@steeptheatre.com or 773-649-3186.
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Carolina at Charlotte
Kate Welborn &       
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Steep Theatre is profoundly grateful to the following supporters for their generous contributions. 
This list reflects operating gifts received between Sept. 13, 2017 and Sept. 12, 2018.
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Join this illustrious group by making a tax deductible donation to Steep Theatre at the 
box office or at steeptheatre.com.
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This list reflects campaign gifts and pledges received before        
Sept. 12, 2018.
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STEEPING AROUND TOWN 

Ashleigh LaThrop will appear in 
a Netflix show called Kominsky 
Method with Michael Douglas 
and Alan Arkin. 

George Cederquist is George 
Cederquist is directing Ellis 
Island, a collaboration between 
Steep and the Chicago 
Sinfonietta featuring Lucy 
Carapetyan and Patricia 
Donegan, in September. At 
Chicago Fringe Opera, where he 
is Artistic Director, he’ll direct 
the company’s fall production of 
Paul Hindemith’s The Long 
Christmas Dinner. 

JR Edwards is a writer on Alan 
Ball’s HBO series Here, Now. 

Krisin Leahey is an assistant 
professor at Boston University 
and is dramaturging the world 
premiere of Kate Hamill’s Little 
Women at the Jungle Theatre, 
which Chelsea Warren is 
designing. 

Peter Moore will be appearing 
this fall in the world premiere of 
Calamity West’s In the Canyon 
at Jackalope Theatre. He will 
then be appearing in Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom at 
Writers Theatre, opening in 
February.

Joanie Schultz continues to 
serve as Artistic Director of 
WaterTower Theatre in the 
Dallas, Texas, area.

Steppenwolf’s SYA production 
of The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time will be   
directed by Jonathan Berry with 
lighting design by Brandon 
Wardell, and the role of 
Siobhan played by Caroline 
Neff.

Brandon Wardell will design 
The Father at Remy Bumppo, 
directed by Kay Martinovich and 
Cardboard Piano at Timeline 
directed by Mechelle Moe.

After directing Linda for Steep 
this past summer, Robin Witt is 
back in North Carolina teaching 
at UNC Charlotte.

Steep’s ensemble is busy making theatre around Chicago and across the country.  

STEEP’S SEASON 18 MEMBERS

Andrea Biel-Cohen
John Bistolfo
Ken Burlington
Karen Callaway
Ann & Richard Carr
Jan Chattler
Kassie Davis &     

Bruce Beatus
Suzanne Deveney & 

Bob Isaac
Vincent DiFruscio & 

Neil Averick

Lisa Donovan
Suzanne Elkins Rose
Gloria Friedman
Gregg Gilman
Lee Glazer
Nancy & Bob Goldin
John Hahm
Dorothy Harza
Stu Kiesow
Thad King
Gregory Lewis
Ted Lowitz

Andrea Mitchel
Pamela Monaco &  

Don Kehne
Betsy Moore
James T. O’Neill
Susan Payne
Nancy Schaefer 
Karen & Frank 

Schneider
Jessica & Chistoph 

Schrey
Hope & Jeff Sheffield

Susan Stephenson
Barbara & Randy 

Thomas
Laura & Robert Watson
Kate Welborn &       

Ann McGill
Anna Wermuth &     

Alex Gillmor

SPECIAL THANKS
Jason Akemann
Charlotte Berry
The Blackstone Hotel
Mary Brennan
Ally Brisbin
Broadway in Chicago
Elana Boulos
Amber Calderon
Deb Clapp
Columbia College 

Chicago
Kimberly Corrigan

Erica Daniels
Rainee Denham
Diane & Ian Galleher
Elaine Glusac
Jerry Goodman
Jane Hollinger
The House Theatre
Kosmo Music
Deirdre Kinahan
Kurt Kolar
Eileen LaCario
Leo Mendoza

Liz McGarry
Elisa Miller
Lee Miller
Gabe Morrison
Alderman Harry 

Osterman
Kelly Parker
John Paulun
David Raino-Ogden
David Reed
Jeff Riemer
Beth Rohlmeier

Meaghan Schneider
Adrienne Smith
The School at 

Steppenwolf
Alderman Mary Ann 

Smith
Patrick Shanahan
Ben Thielm
Bart Vivian
Jack Wallace
Ernst Walter

Join the Steep family by becoming a member of our 18th Season.  
Learn more at the box office or at steeptheatre.com.

This list reflects Season 18 Members as of Sept. 12, 2018. 
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Steep Theatre Company is a dedicated, close-knit group of 
forty-one actors, directors, designers, and writers driven by a 
shared commitment to the organizations’s mission: To bring out 
the everyday truths in the stories we tell through ensemble work 
and to reach out to non-traditional theater goers by seeking out 
stories and creating experiences relevant to them.

We believe theatre should stoke conversations about the issues and conditions that are a part 
of all of our lives; conversations that take place among artists and audiences in the theatre, in 
the lobby, and long after everyone has gone home. Steep’s goal is to inspire and add voices to 
these conversations. We strive to reach people who may have abandoned theater as a relevant 
art form by telling stories that touch their lives in real and palpable ways and by creating an 
environment that is welcoming to everyone. 

Linda by Penelope Skinner. . . . . . . . . July 2018
Birdland by Simon Stephens . . . . . . April 2018 
Hinter* by Calamity West . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2018
The Invisible Hand by Ayad Akhtar. . . Oct 2017
Lela & Co. by Cordelia Lynn . . . . . . . . July 2017 
Hookman by Lauren Yee. . . . . . . . . . April 2017
Earthquakes in London  
   by Mike Bartlett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2017
Bobbie Clearly* by Alex Lubischer . . Sept 2016
Wastwater by Simon Stephens . . . . . July 2016
The Few by Samuel D. Hunter . . . . . April 2016
Posh by Laura Wade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2016
The Cheats* by Hamish Linklater . . . Oct 2015
Brilliant Adventures 
   by Alistair McDowall . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 2015
Martyr by Marius von Mayenburg . . April 2015
The Life and Sort of Death of Eric Argyle  
   by Ross Dungan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2015
The Vandal by Hamish Linklater. . . . . Oct 2014
A Small Fire by Adam Bock. . . . . . . . . July 2014
If There Is I Haven’t Found It Yet
   by Nick Payne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 2014
strangers, babies by Linda McLean. . Jan 2014
Motortown by Simon Stephens . . . . Sept 2013
Fallow by Kenneth Lin. . . . . . . . . . . . . July 2013
The Knowledge by John Donnelly . . April 2013
Luther by Ethan Lipton . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2013
Making Noise Quietly 
   by Robert Holman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 2012
Moment by Dierdre Kinahan . . . . . . . July 2012
The Receptionist by Adam Bock. . . . April 2012
Love and Money by Dennis Kelly . . . . Jan 2012
Under the Blue Sky 
   by David Eldridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 2011
Pornography by Simon Stephens. . . . July 2011
Festen by David Eldridge, Thomas Vinterberg,
   Morgan Rukov, Bo Hr. Hansen . . . .May 2011
Lakeboat by David Mamet . . . . . . . . . Jan 2011
A Brief History of Helen of Troy
   by Mark Shultz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept 2010
2,000 Feet Away by Anthony Weigh. .May 2010
Harper Regan by Simon Stephens. . . Jan 2010
Kill the Old Torture Their Young
   by David Harrower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 2009

The Hollow Lands by Howard Korder June 2009
Parlour Song by Jez Butterworth . .March 2009
In Arabia We’d All Be Kings
   by Stephen Adly Guirgis . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2009
Seven Days* by Egan Reich . . . . . . . . Oct 2008
Greensboro: A Requiem 
   by Emily Mann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 2008
Breathing Corpses by Laura Wade . . Feb 2008
Coronado by Dennis Lehane . . . . . . Sept 2007
Insignificance by Terry Johnson . . . . . July 2007
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui
   by Bertolt Brecht . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 2007
Otherwise Engaged by Simon Gray . . Feb 2007
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot
   by Stephen Adly Guirgis . . . . . . . . . Sept 2006
Bang the Drum Slowly by Mark Harris,
   adapted by Eric Simonson. . . . . . . June 2006
Of Mice and Men 
   by John Steinbeck . . . . . . . . . . . .March 2006
The Night Heron 
   by Jez Butterworth . . . . . . . . . . . .March 2006
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller . . . . . . . . . Oct 2005
Book of Days by Lanford Wilson. . . . June 2005
Incident at Vichy by Arthur Miller . .March 2005
Howie the Rookie by Mark O’Rowe . . Oct 2004
Dealer’s Choice by Patrick Marber . . Aug 2004
The Time Trial by Jack Gilhooley. . . . May 2004
The Hothouse by Harold Pinter . . . . . Aug 2003
Below the Belt by Richard Dresser . . Aug 2003
My Donkey Lady by John Wilson . . . . Aug 2003
The Job by Shem Bitterman . . . . . . . May 2003
The Aspidistra Code 
   by Mark O’Rowe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 2002
Geography of a Horse Dreamer
   by Sam Shepard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 2002
These Flowers are for My Mother*
   by Michael McGuire . . . . . . . . . . .March 2002
Pvt. Wars by James McLure . . . . . . . Sept 2001
Search and Destroy 
   by Howard Korder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug 2001
Life During Wartime 
   by Keith Reddin . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 2001

* World Premiere
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THE STEEP PASS

For only $90, a Steep Pass gets you:

• a reserved seat at each of Steep’s next 4 plays - that’s  a 40% 
savings on a year’s worth of theatre,

• discounted tickets for your friends,

• a standing invitation to Steep’s famous post-show parties.

Plus, the Steep Pass is super flexible - changing your dates is 
always free and easy.

Ask about the Steep Pass at the box office or check it out online at 
steeptheatre.com/pass.

UP NEXT AT STEEP...
Red Rex
by Ike Holter, directed by Jonathan Berry

A small theater company moves into an abandoned Chicago storefront. Lead 
by their adventurously thirsty artistic director, they embark on an explosive new 
play with the hope of finally breaking it big. When the ensemble realizes their 
source material might not be as original as once assumed, they are thrust into 
an intense confrontation with residents of their new community, who not only 
want them out, but will take their story back by any means necessary. Red Rex 
is the sixth play in Ike Holter’s seven-part “Rightlynd saga,” which also includes 
Exit Strategy, Prowess, and The Wolf at the End of the Block.

January 24 – March 2, 2019


